

Discuss the following themes of Cyrano:
a. Are physical looks really important? In the end, it didn’t matter what

Cyrano looked like. Roxane realized she loved him despite his looks.

Shouldn’t Cyrano have just been more confident to win her love?

b. How powerful are words? Cyrano’s ability to express his inner thoughts, his “soul,” is what made him attractive, and it is what made him an interesting person. Do you know people who are not very attractive, yet they are adored because of their personalities?

c. How important is love to a person’s happiness in life? Neither Cyrano nor Roxanne was able to find happiness because they couldn’t find love. If you were writing the play and wanted Cyrano and Roxane to realize they loved each other so they still had time to have a happy life together, what scenes and lines would you change?

d. To what length should a person go in order to be loyal to a friend?

We admire Cyrano for his loyalty to Christian’s memory. Is it possible that he took this loyalty too far?

Writing Assignment:
In Cyrano, Roxane receives beautiful love letters that she believes

Christian wrote for her. Pretend that you are Cyrano. What would you write in a love letter if you were doing it for someone else? Compose a love letter that uses romantic words or poetry. Make sure that the letter never comes right out and says, “I love you.”

Quotes:
"Cyrano": “Honestly, do you think she’ll even look at me, with this grotesque thing here? . . . Sometimes I feel so ugly.”

"Cyrano": “I don’t dare look her in the face. I’ll write her a letter and then get out of here.”

"Roxane": “It hurts when someone who is dear to you goes to battle.”

"Christian": “Help me! Lend me your words just one more time.”

"Roxane": “Now I see: it was you who wrote those letters. All those sweet words. That voice in the night. It was your soul.

You loved me.”

“[Duels] were sort of a hobby for rich people and were fought over the silliest things. Looking at someone just a second too long, a misinterpreted smile, a crease in someone’s coat, etc., could be reasons to challenge someone to fight to the death.”

Link:
http://cfac.byu.edu/tma/Study_Guides/documents/CyranoSG.pdf

In 17th century France, the art of courtship was so important that a map was created called The Map of Tenderness. The map showed different roads you could take to win someone’s heart. Draw your own “map of tenderness.” Include roads such as friendliness, acquaintance, or even deceit. Be sure to include cities and towns along the roads, which all have their own symbolic meanings. For example, a city on the road of friendliness might be “Telephone Calls,” or “Help with Homework.” (See Appendix A: La Carte de Tendre.)

Fun:
In Cyrano, one of the actors gives a list of eleven clever ways to tell Cyrano that he has a big nose. Can you make your own list of witty nose jokes? Be sure to use categories. Categories used in the play include: aggressive, friendly, descriptive, considerate, and gracious.

